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	When calling or telephoning

please ask for Philip Humphreys 

15th June 2009


Dear Ms Oliver

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 2210/09

I write in connection with your request for information dated 29/04/2009, which was received by Greater Manchester Police on 30/04/2009.  I note you seek access to the following information:

This is in no way a criticism of the Greater Manchester Police - quite the opposite.

The gentle, peaceful Stockport Town Hall Protestor has had the police called to him by Stockport Council, I believe, 64 times.

Please may I know under the FOIA a rough estimation of how much police time this has taken up - both with the call-out time and subsequent police time spent filling out paperwork in the police station.  I ask for a rough estimation because I dont want to further add to the polices burden.

Also, has any police officer expressed concern about this waste of police time?

As mentioned above, this is not a reflection on the actions of the local police, who have, I believe, treated our town hall protestor with kindness, dignity and respect.

Your request for information has now been considered and I am not obliged to supply the information you have requested. 

Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires Greater Manchester Police, when refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt) to provide you the applicant with a notice which:   (a) states that fact, (b) specifies the exemption in question and (c) states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.
The exemption applicable to the information is Absolute stating;  Section 40(2)(a) – Personal Information

In accordance with the Act, this letter represents a Refusal Notice for this particular request. This action cannot be taken as confirmation or denial that Greater Manchester Police holds the information you have asked for. 

Complaint Rights

Your attention is drawn to the attached sheet, which details your right of complaint. 

Should you have any further inquiries concerning this matter, please write or contact me on telephone number 0161 856 2529 quoting the reference number above.

Yours sincerely

Philip Humphreys

Information Access Officer

COMPLAINT RIGHTS

Are you unhappy with how your request has been handled or do you think the decision is incorrect?

You have the right to require Greater Manchester Police to review their decision.

Prior to lodging a formal complaint you are welcome and encouraged to discuss the decision with the case officer that dealt with your request.

Ask to have the decision looked at again – 

The quickest and easiest way to have the decision looked at again is to telephone the case officer that is nominated at the end of your decision letter.

That person will be able to discuss the decision, explain any issues and assist with any problems.

Complaint

If you are dissatisfied with the handling procedures or the decision of Greater Manchester Police made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding access to information, you can lodge a complaint with Greater Manchester Police to have the decision reviewed.

Complaints should be made in writing and addressed to:

Corporate Information Manager

Greater Manchester Police

Police Headquarters

Chester House

Boyer Street

Manchester

M16 0RE

The Information Commissioner

After lodging a complaint with Greater Manchester Police if you are still dissatisfied with the decision you can make an application to the Information Commissioner for a decision on whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

For information on how to make an application to the Information Commissioner please visit their website at www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.  Alternatively, phone or write to:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Phone:  01625 545 700
Corporate Performance Branch, Data Protection & Computer Audit Section, Police Headquarters,

8th Floor, Chester House, Boyer Street, Old Trafford, Manchester  M16  0RE

Tel: 0161 856 2529, Fax: 0161 856 2534, Minicom: 0161 872 6633, 

Email: pauline.friar@gmp.police.uk
Information Governance Unit, Information Management Branch, Police Headquarters,

Chester House, Boyer Street, Manchester  M16  0RE

Tel: 0161 856 2529/2668, Fax: 0161 856 2535, Minicom: 0161 872 6633, 

Email: freedomofinformation@gmp.police.uk

